
The Dog and its wild-winged 
sprint car racers
Ron Salter has been heavily involved in motorsports for many years, probably best 
known for his time spent at the pinnacle of Super Truck racing in Australasia. However, 
since 2000, Ron’s racing passion has been for speedway and dirt track sprint cars. 

series champion, the legendary “Slammin’” 
Sammy Swindell, is once again returning to 
the country from his native America in a bid to 
take the New Zealand title that he so narrowly 
missed out on competing for last season. 
Salter is also getting back behind the wheel, 
after shedding over 26kg from his sizeable 
frame and now looking fighting fit. Salter’s car 
will be number 9, O’Connor’s number 8, and 
Swindell’s number 7, or “1 USA”. 

Salter employs a very special rig to shift 
the team’s cars, tyres, spares, tools and 
equipment, all of which is required at each 
race meeting. As the very first Mack MH 
Ultraliner with a sleeper cab to hit the roads in 
New Zealand, Salter ordered the truck as new 
in the mid-80s: “Danny, the salesman, said 
the truck will be delivered once I make an 
honest woman out of Natalie [Salter’s wife]. 
Danny was true to his word and we had the 
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on Salter has a team of sprint cars  
that run predominantly at Western 
Springs Speedway in Auckland. 
Throughout the speedway season, 

they can be seen all around the country 
wherever the big sprint car meetings are 
being held. However, Salter hasn’t raced for 

the past few seasons, preferring instead to 
watch the professional American drivers he 
brings to New Zealand each year, along with 
local rising star Ryan O’Connor who Salter 
has mentored since he was in his mid-teens.

Sprint car racing is huge in America and 
Australasia. As a gauge of its popularity, 
American NASCAR team owners, such as 
Tony Stewart and Kasey Kahne, also run 
sprint car teams and race themselves 
whenever possible.

This season, multiple World of Outlaws 

First MH Mack Ultraliner with a sleeper cab to 
hit roads in New Zealand in 1986

Three of the race cars being prepped 
at Salter Motorsport, 900hp each
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truck on show at our wedding,” says Salter.
brand new in 1986, the Mack is still running 

what was then a “grunty” 350hp engine. To 
date, it has only travelled about 670,000km 
and is still in immaculate condition. Originally, 
it was set-up as an 8x4 with a single steer 
axle, tandem drive and tag axle at the rear, 
running a tanker on its back. It was a stunning 
truck back in the day with wide, custom-made 
front wheels and a multitude of extras and 
accessories – it even had a TV.

Salter explains: “We weren’t used to 
sleeper cabs back then. Sometimes I’d get 
back from my run in the old R model and 
have a short kip hunched over the wheel. 
Then I’d go home and be back at 8am in the 
morning to start again. I tried that in the 
sleeper of the Ultraliner once and woke up to 
find it was 8am the next morning! It was so 
comfy, I’d slept right through!” 

Prior to the advent of the race team, the 
Mack had been given a new lease of life: the 
tag axle was removed and the truck was 
converted back to a typical 6x4 tractor unit 
set-up, being put back to work carting fuel. 

The interior trim was also upgraded 
to the “Western Trim” level, as it 
was too expensive an option to add 
when they first bought the truck. 
Salter and his team also upgraded 
the original artillery wheels to shiny, 
new Alcoa alloys, recently adding 
polished, stainless guards and 
lengthening the fuel tank in order to 
better fill the space between the 
axles. The twin exhaust stacks also 
feature new chrome pipe work. 
Indeed, it would be fair to say the 
truck is priceless, thanks to its 
sentimental value and status as the 
first one of its kind in the country.

Now that it’s responsible for the 
transportation of the racing team, 
the tri-axle semi-trailer – originally 
built by MaxiTRANS – has been 
completely kitted out with specialist 
features: the interior has been fully 
lined with plywood, with 
compartments for all manner of 
racing items; the exterior front wall 
has a large 40kva generator that 
powers up all the tools, lighting and 
accessories the team needs on-site; 
and the rear wall folds down to the 
ground, via a winch, to double as 
a loading ramp.

As for the sprint cars, with a 
huge wing on the roof, open 
wheels, a 900-plus-hp V8 engine 
and a minimum weight (without 
driver) of around 580kg, they 
certainly look to be lunacy on 
wheels. However, they provide 
some of the most exhilarating 
wheel-to-wheel racing you’ll ever 
see. The power to weight ratio is 
similar to that of an F1 car, except 
that these guys and girls throw their 
cars sideways around a tight little 
400m dirt track with 20-odd other 
cars and concrete walls 
surrounding them.

Salter, his wife and the whole 
Salter Motorsport team provide the 
very best equipment found 
anywhere in the world, bringing the 
most skilled drivers from around the 
globe to New Zealand each year to 
race their cars. Setting them up and 
dialling them in to the ever-
changing track conditions is an art 
form in itself, and the Salter 
Motorsport team do it as good, or 
better, than most.

Keep an eye out for THe DOg 
and its lightning-fast team of sprint 
car racers at an oval dirt track near 
you this summer. go Team Salter! n

Brand new Salter Motorsport sprint car, one 
of three new cars prepared for this season

Ron Salter and his 1986 Mack Ultraliner with 
speedway race team semi-trailer behind

Salter straps himself into the 
900hp methanol guzzling monster

Salter says: “I love driving this truck, 
it’s a really nice truck to drive”
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